What Is Your Guess? ANSWERS Hemolysis releases intracellular potassium. For hemolysis occurring after the sample is drawn, the serum potassium would appear artificially high (1, 2 ) . However, when hemolysis occurs in vivo (e.g., a hemolytic anemia), the patient's potassium-regulating systems will quickly normalize the serum potassium to prevent hyperkalemia (3 ). Some possible causes of DAT-negative hemolysis include thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura/hemolytic uremic syndrome, disseminated intravascular coagulation, infection (e.g., malaria), drug-or toxin-induced hemolysis, hypersplenism, and Wilson disease (4 ). 
